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CJUS 5620.001: Seminar in Victimology 
Course Syllabus 

 
Instructor: Dr. Brooke Nodeland 
Term: Spring 2018 
Class meeting: W 1-3:50p 
Classroom: LANG 302 
 
Instructor’s Contact Information 
 

Email (preferred) Brooke.Nodeland@unt.edu 
Office Phone   940-565-2562 
Office Location  Chilton 273K 
Office Hours  Wednesday 9-10a by appointment 

 
Scheduling meetings during office hours:  If you need to schedule a face to face meeting, I am 
available by appointment.  The primary method to contact me is through email (which is also the 
method used to schedule meetings). Please allow 48 hours of turnaround time (weekdays) for 
your email and telephone inquiries.  Phone and email messages sent during the weekend or on 
holidays will generally be answered the following business day.  
 
**Note: Emails sent after 5p or on the weekends will generally be answered the following 
business day.    
 
Email expectations:  When sending an email, please put the COURSE NUMBER (CJUS 5620) 
in the subject line of the email. Only emails sent from your UNT email account 
(username@my.unt.edu) will receive a response.  Also, to ensure that you receive timely course 
related correspondence, make sure your official email address at UNT is forwarded to your 
preferred email address.   
 
 
Required readings 
The assigned text listed below is required for all students enrolled in this course. Reading 
assignments are noted in the Course Calendar.  
 
Daigle, L. E., & Muftic, L. R. (2015). Victimology. SAGE Publications. 
 
Johnson, M.P. (2008). A typology of domestic violence: Intimate terrorism, violent resistance, 
and situational couple violence. Boston, MA: Northeastern University Press.  
 
Krakauer, J. (2015). Missoula: Rape and the justice system in a college town. New York, NY: 
Doubleday.  
 
Perry, B. D., & Szalavitz, M. (2008). The boy who was raised as a dog: What traumatized 
children can teach us about loss, love, and healing. New York: Basic Books. 
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*Additional readings can be located through the university library and/or will have the 
appropriate web links in Blackboard.   
 
Course Description 
Role of the victim in various types of crime, predictors and treatment of trauma, and the 
treatment of victims by criminal justice agencies. Political impact of the victims’ movement on 
the justice system and the distribution of victims across demographic and behavioral groups. 
Prerequisites: none (3 hours) 
 
Learning Objectives 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to: 

1. Discuss the breadth and depth of the study of victimology  
2. Integrate and synthesize both past and current empirical literature in victimology 
3. Critically assess issues related to theory, types of victimization, and responses to crime 

victims 
 
Method of Evaluation 
Class presentations: Each week, several students will be responsible for synthesizing that 
week’s readings and leading class discussion.  As part of these presentations, assigned students 
will submit a digital copy of their outlines to the instructor before class (no later than 10a each 
class meeting) as a portion of their grade.  As some topics will inevitably result in more 
discussion than others, the pace of the course will vary.  As such, the readings provided in the 
course calendar will be flexible to account for this variation.  All students will read all of the 
selections, but the presenting students will be responsible for breaking down each selection for 
the class—identifying its core theme, organization, contribution, and significance – including a 
connection to the assigned text.  Students not present for their assigned reading days will receive 
a 0 for that day’s presentation.   
 
Class participation and discussion:  In addition to weekly presentations, all students are 
expected to verbally participate in class discussions of all assigned readings.  Students should 
come to class prepared having read all assigned readings and ready to participate in a thorough 
review/discussion of all materials.  Possible points will be divided equally between each class 
meeting – students must be present to earn class participation points for that week. 
 
Midterm:  Students will have one week to complete the midterm essay exam.  Specific 
instructions will be provided with the exam, but in general, it will give students an opportunity to 
communicate their ideas in writing and to synthesize the diverse concepts and positions 
presented in the various readings. Students should keep up with their readings and take copious 
notes as they progress through the assigned course readings.  
 
Final paper: Students will complete a final paper due at the end of the semester.  The final paper 
will give students an opportunity to communicate their ideas in writing and to synthesize the 
readings and ideas discussed throughout the course. More detailed instructions will be provided 
when the final paper assignment is distributed.    
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Completed exams and the final paper will be submitted through the designated links in 
Blackboard.  *Assignments will not be accepted through any other format; hard copy, email 
etc.* Assignments must be submitted by the deadline designated in the Course Calendar. Late 
submissions will not be accepted.  
 
Do not plagiarize (from the internet or other source) – if you do you will automatically fail the 
exam.  Do not just quote sections from other researchers as your answer. The midterm, final 
paper and discussion responses must be written in your own words.  If you are going to cite 
someone, write the sentence in your words and cite them in APA format.  There are no late 
submissions so plan accordingly. 
 
If you fail to complete ALL of the discussions, assessments/assignments, or exams the professor 
reserves the right to drop your final grade a letter grade at the end of the semester. 
 
Grade breakdown 

Discussions (3 @ 50 points each) 150 possible points  
Participation       50 possible points 
Midterm    100 possible points    
Final paper     100 possible points 

      400 possible points 
A standard grade scale will be utilized to determine final scores where: 

A = 360-400 points 
B = 320-359 
C = 280-319 
D = 240-279 
F = 239 and below 
     

*Grade related questions or concerns must be addressed within 1 week of the grade being posted 
to Blackboard.  
 
*There are no extra credit opportunities for the course. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend each scheduled class meeting having completed the assigned 
readings and prepared for discussion.  In the event of an absence, students are responsible for the 
material covered during each class session.  I do not repeat lectures or hand out class notes.  Pop 
quizzes and graded in class assignments cannot be made up; students must be present to receive 
credit for these types of assignments. Frequent absences will make it very difficult to obtain an 
acceptable grade in this course.  
 
Students must be present to participate in class discussions. As such, it will be difficult to earn a 
passing grade in the course if students are not present. Students not in class, will not receive 
credit for missed assignments, presentations, etc. and will not be able to make these assessments 
up.  
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Finally, in addition to being present and engaged for class meetings, students are also expected to 
log in to Blackboard daily to ensure they are up to date with assignment due dates, course 
expectations, and any schedule changes.  
 
Students that have fallen behind, are failing and/or choose to not complete the coursework for the 
semester are responsible for officially withdrawing themselves from the course; failure to do so 
will result in a performance grade of "F". Last day to withdraw with a grade of “W” is February 
23, 2018. 
 
Classroom Policies 
Students are expected to arrive to class on time and be attentive/engaged during class lectures 
and discussions.  The classroom is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful 
discussions.  Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times or will be asked 
to leave the classroom.  Additionally, disruptive behaviors such as arriving late, having a 
conversation while someone else is talking, profanity, sleeping, text messaging, using 
laptops/tablets for anything other than course related activities, cell phones going off during 
class, etc. are not acceptable.  Students repeatedly engaging in any of these behaviors may be 
asked to leave the classroom. 
 
Additional policies: 
Recording devices are not allowed in the classroom unless specifically approved by the instructor.  
Tobacco products of any kind (including e-cigs) are not allowed in the classroom.   
Cell phones, pagers, or any other electronic device that makes noise should be turned off before 
class. 
Due to liability concerns and the content of course discussions, children are not permitted in the 
classroom at any time. 
Laptops and similar devices can be used during class as long as they are used for taking notes 
and/or other related classroom functions.  If used for surfing the web, instant messaging, sending 
emails or otherwise, they will not be allowed in the classroom.   
 
Also, to ensure that you receive timely course related correspondence, make sure your official 
email address at UNT is forwarded to your preferred email address.  
 
A Grade of “Incomplete” (“I”): An Incomplete Grade ("I") is a non-punitive grade given only 
during the last one-fourth of a term/semester and only if a student (1) is passing the course and 
(2) has a justifiable and documented reason, beyond the control of the student (such as serious 
illness or military service), for not completing the work on schedule; and (3) arranges with the 
professor before the end of the semester to finish the course at a later date by completing specific 
requirements that the professor must list on the grade sheet.  All work in the course must be 
completed within the specified time (not to exceed one year after taking the course).  
Incompletes may be approved at the discretion of the professor only in exceptional 
circumstances and when all other options for completing the course on time have been 
exhausted.  If you do not meet the specifications for this grade, you will need to see the 
Registrar’s office about resigning from the University.   
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Academic integrity 
Standards of academic integrity are expected with regard to any course related work or submission.  
Students should consult the UNT website for questions, guidelines, appeals, and other information 
related to these policies: 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 
 
Academic violation of UNT policy consists of the following: 
 
A. Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited 
to: 

1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments; 
2. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing 

papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; 
3. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a 

faculty or staff member of the University; 
4. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different 

class without express permission from the instructor; 
5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. 

 
B. Plagiarism. Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic 
exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to: 

1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation. 

2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or 
by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. 
 

C. Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature 
of an instructor or other student. 
 
D. Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic 
exercise. 
 
E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic 
dishonesty. 
 
F. Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the 
academic work of others. 
 
All submissions should be 100% original to this course.   
 
Any violation of academic integrity will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  At a minimum, the 
student will receive a 0 on the assignment in question, but more serious academic violations may 
be subject to the assignment of a failing grade for the course.  Please do not hesitate to the contact 
the instructor with questions related to citations or other academic integrity concerns.   
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Student Evaluation of Instruction (SPOT) 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 
evaluation of instruction (SPOT) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short 
survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity 
to evaluate how this course is taught.  Student feedback is very important to UNT, please complete 
your SPOT (Student Perceptions of Teaching) survey during the open evaluation time. 

ADA Statement and Disabled Student Policy 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323. 
 
Course Calendar and Topics 
Students are responsible for keeping up with the schedule, any schedule changes as well as the 
assigned readings as we progress through the course. This is a tentative schedule and the 
instructor reserves the right to modify any part of the schedule at any time throughout the 
semester.  All assignments must be submitted by 11:59p Central time on the date listed below.  
Late submissions are NOT accepted.          
 
 

 

DATE 
 

 

TOPIC AND ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY 

Week 1 
1/17 

 

Topic: History and overview of victimology  
Readings:  

1. Chapter 1 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Dussich, J. P. (2003). History, overview and analysis of American 

victimology and victim services education. American Society of 
Victimology, 4. 

3. Englebrecht, C. M. (2011). The struggle for “ownership of conflict”: 
An exploration of victim participation and voice in the criminal 
justice system. Criminal Justice Review, 36, 129-151.  

4. Sims, B., Yost, B., & Abbott, C. (2005). Use and nonuse of victim 
services programs: Implications from a statewide survey of crime 
victims, Criminology & Public Policy, 4(2), 361-384. 

 

Week 2 
1/24 

 

Topic: Extent, theories, and factors of victimization 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 2 Daigle and Muftic 
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2. Van Dijk, J. J., & Steinmetz, C. H. (1983). Victimization surveys: 
Beyond measuring the volume of crime. Victimology.  

3. Cohen, L. E., & Felson, M. (1979). Social change and crime rate 
trends: A routine activity approach. American Sociological Review, 
44, 588-608.  

4. Cohen, L. E., Kluegel, J. R., & Land, K. C. (1981). Social inequality 
and predatory criminal victimization: An exposition and test of a 
formal theory. American Sociological Review, 46, 505-524.  

 

Week 3 
1/31 

Topic: Victim offender overlap 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 3 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Beaver, K. M., Mancini, C., DeLisi, M., & Vaughn, M. G. (2011). 

Resiliency to victimization: The role of genetic factors. Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 26, 874-898.  

3. Beaver, K. M., Wright, J. P., DeLisi, M., Daigle, L. E., Swatt, M. L., 
& Gibson, C. L. (2007). Evidence of a gene x environment 
interaction in the creation of victimization: Results from a 
longitudinal sample of adolescents. International Journal of Offender 
Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 51, 620-645.  

4. Krakauer, J. (2015). Missoula: Rape and the justice system in a 
college town. New York, NY: Doubleday.  

 

Week 4 
2/7 

Topic: Sexual victimization 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 8 Daigle and Muftic  
2. Krakauer, J. (2015). Missoula: Rape and the justice system in a 

college town. New York, NY: Doubleday.  
3. Lisak, D., & Miller, P.M. (2002). Repeat rape and multiple offending 

among undetected rapists. Violence and Victims, 17, 73-84.  
 

Week 5 
2/14 

Topic: Homicide victimization 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 7 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Felson, R. B., & Messner, S. F. (1998). Disentangling the effects of 

gender and intimacy on victim precipitation in homicide. 
Criminology, 36(2), 405-424. 

3. Free, G., & Drass, K. A. (2002). Counting crime booms among 
nations: evidence for homicide victimization rates. Criminology, 
40(4), 769-800. 

4. Piquero, A. R., MacDonald, J., Dobrin, A., Daigle, L. E., & Cullen, 
F. T. (2005). Self-control, violent offending, and homicide 
victimization: Assessing the general theory of crime. Journal of 
Quantitative Criminology, 21(1), 55-71. 
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5. Johnson, M.P. (2008). A typology of domestic violence: Intimate 
terrorism, violent resistance, and situational couple violence. Boston, 
MA: Northeastern University Press. 

 

Week 6 
2/21 

Topic: Intimate Partner Violence 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 9 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Johnson, M.P. (2008). A typology of domestic violence: Intimate 

terrorism, violent resistance, and situational couple violence. Boston, 
MA: Northeastern University Press. 

3. Lutze, F., & Symons, M. (2003). The evolution of domestic violence 
policy through masculine institutions: From discipline to protection 
to collaborative empowerment. Criminology and Public Policy, 2, 
319-328.  

4. Sherman, L.W., & Berk, R.A. (1984). The specific deterrent effects 
of arrest for domestic assault. American Sociological Review, 49, 
261-272.  

 

Week 7 
2/28 

Topic: Victimization at school and work and Property theft victimization 
Readings:  

1. Chapters 12 & 13 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Tomsich, E. A., Gover, A. R., & Jennings, W. G. (2011). Examining 

the role of gender in the prevalence of campus victimization, 
perceptions of fear and risk of crime, and the use of constrained 
behaviors among college students attending a large urban university. 
Journal of Criminal Justice Education, 22(2), 181-202. 

3. Mustaine, E. E., & Tewksbury, R. (1998). Predicting risks of larceny 
theft victimization: A routine activity analysis using refined lifestyle 
measures. Criminology, 36(4), 829-858. 

 
Week 8 

3/7 
Assignment: Midterm due Wednesday 3/7 
 

 
Week 9 

3/14 
 

No class meeting - Spring Break 
 

Week 10 
3/21 

Topic: Contemporary Issues in Victimology 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 15 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Tjaden, P. “Stalking in America: Laws Research and 

Recommendations.” In Davis, R. C., Lurigio, A. J., & Herman, S. 
(Eds.). (2012). Victims of crime. Sage Publications. 

3. Chakraborti, N., & Garland, J. (2012). Reconceptualizing hate crime 
victimization through the lens of vulnerability and ‘difference’. 
Theoretical Criminology, 1362480612439432.  
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4. Ménard, K. S., & Pincus, A. L. (2014). Child maltreatment, 
personality pathology, and stalking victimization among male and 
female college students. Violence and victims, 29(2), 300-316. 

5. Fox, K. A., Nobles, M. R., & Fisher, B. S. (2014). A multi-theoretical 
framework to assess gendered stalking victimization: The utility of 
self-control, social learning, and control balance theories. Justice 
Quarterly, 1-29. 

 

Week 11 
3/28 

 

Topic: Contemporary Issues in Victimology 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 15 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Bulter, R.P. “Victims of Cybercrime.” In Davis, R. C., Lurigio, A. J., 

& Herman, S. (Eds.). (2012). Victims of crime. Sage Publications. 
3. Oram, S., Stöckl, H., Busza, J., Howard, L. M., & Zimmerman, C. 

(2012). Prevalence and risk of violence and the physical, mental, and 
sexual health problems associated with human trafficking: systematic 
review. PLoS Med, 9(5), e1001224. 

4. Hickle, K., & Roe-Sepowitz, D. (2016). “Curiosity and a Pimp”: 
Exploring Sex Trafficking Victimization in Experiences of Entering 
Sex Trade Industry Work Among Participants in a Prostitution 
Diversion Program. Women & Criminal Justice, 1-17. 

5. Kerstens, J., & Jansen, J. (2016). The Victim–Perpetrator Overlap in 
Financial Cybercrime: Evidence and Reflection on the Overlap of 
Youth’s On-Line Victimization and Perpetration. Deviant Behavior, 
1-16. 

 

Week 12 
4/4 

 

Topic: Consequences of victimization and trauma  
Readings: 

1. Chapters 4 and 10 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Perry, B. D., & Szalavitz, M. (2008). The boy who was raised as a 

dog: What traumatized children can teach us about loss, love, and 
healing. New York: Basic Books. 

3. Tricket, P.K., Noll, J.G., Putnam, F.W. (2011). The impact of sexual 
abuse on female development: Lessons from a multigenerational, 
longitudinal research study. Development and Psychopathology, 23, 
453-76.  

 

Week 13 
4/11 

 

Topic: Victims’ Rights and Remedies 
Readings:  

1. Chapter 6 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Campbell, R., Patterson, D., Lichty, L.F., (2004). The effectiveness 

of sexual assault nurse examiner programs (SANEs): A review of 
psychological, medical, legal, and community outcomes. Trauma, 
Violence, and Abuse, 6, 313-329  
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3. Miller, S.L., & Hefner, M.K. (2015). Procedural justice for victims 
and offenders?: Exploring restorative justice processes in Australia 
and the US. Justice Quarterly, 32, 142-167. 

4. Davis, R. C., & Mulford, C. (2008). Victim rights and new remedies: 
Finally getting victims their due. Journal of Contemporary Criminal 
Justice, 24, 198-208.  

 

Week 14 
4/18 

 

Topic: Criminal justice response to victimization 
Readings:  

1. Feder, L., & Wilson, D.B. (2005). A meta-analytic review of court-
mandated batterer intervention programs: Can courts affect abusers’ 
behavior? Journal of Experimental Criminology, 1, 239-262.  

2. Payne, B.K., & Gainey, R.R. (2006). The criminal justice response to 
elder abuse in nursing homes: A routine activities perspective. 
Western Criminology Review.  

3. Renzetti, C.M., Bush, A., Castellanos, M., & Hunt, G. (2015). Does 
training make a difference? An evaluation of a specialized human 
trafficking training module for law enforcement officers. Journal of 
Crime and Justice, DOI: 10.1080/0735648X.2014.997913.  

4. Spohn, C., & Holleran, D. (2006). Prosecuting sexual assault: A 
comparison of charging decisions in sexual assault cases involving 
strangers, acquaintances, and intimate partners. Justice Quarterly, 18, 
651-688. 
 

Week 15 
4/25 

 

Topic: Victimology From a Comparative Perspective   
Readings:  

1. Chapter 14 Daigle and Muftic 
2. Film – Town of Two Jaspers 

 

Week 16 
5/2 

 

Assignment: Final paper due Wednesday 5/2  
 

 


